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General Conclusions

There were significant non-radiation-related health disorders in the populations of
both surveyed contaminated and surveyed control settlements studied under the Project,
but no health disorders that could be attributed directly to radiation exposure.= ==+ -

On the basis of the doses estimated by the Project and currently accepted radiation
risk estimates, future increases over the natural incidence of cancers or hereditary effects
would be difficult to discern, even with large and well designed long term epidemio-
logical studies.
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413. Apart from the substantial increase in thyroid cancer after childhood exposure
observed in Belarus, in the Russian Federation and in Ukraine, there is no evidence of a
major public health impact related to ionizing radiation 14 years after the Chernobyl
accident. No increases in overall cancer incidence or mortality that could be associated
with radiation exposure have been observed. == The risk of leukaemia, one of the most
sensitive indicators of radiation exposure, has not been found to be elevated even in the
accident recovery operation workers or in children. There is no scientific proof of an
increase in other non-malignant disorders related to ionizing radiation.
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