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Figure 9.6: Distribution map of protected plant and wildlife species in the JWTC. |
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December 01, 2016 TheJa%WUNﬁY

The Honorable Caroline Bouvier Kennedy
Ambassador, Embassy of the United States of America
Tokyo, Japan

Lt. Gen. Jerry P. Martinez
Commander, United State Forces Japan
Yokota Air Base, Japan

Lt. Gen. Lawrence D. Nicholson
Commander, United State Marines Japan
Camp Foster, Okinawa, Japan

Mr. Joel Ehrendreich
Consul General, Consulate General of the United States of America in Naha
Okinawa, Japan

Letter of Concern and Request
Inscription of Yanbaru Forest as a World Natural Heritage Site

Dear Ambassador Kennedy, Lt. Gen. Martinez, Lt. Gen. Nicholson, and Consul
General Ehrendreich:

We write to express our concern and to make requests to you regarding the
construction of six “landing zones” for U.S. military aircraft in the U.S. military’s
Noﬂh_em Tfau_ung Area (NTA) in the Yanbaru forest A northern Okmawa. Islan_d, The Yanbaru forest has been nominated for UNESCO World Natural Heritage status, along with the isiands of iomote, Okinawa Prefecture,
especially in light of the fact that the Yanbaru forest is now on the Tentative List ‘and Amami-Oshima and Tokunoshima, both in Kagoshima Prefecture. | KYODO

submitted by the Japanese government for UNESCO World Natural Heritage Sites.

ICES | HOTLINE

U.S mllitary must not jeopardize Okinawan forest’s

As the U.S. Forces in Japan is well aware, the Okinawa Defense Bureau is now

rushing to construct all the proposed landing zones by the end of the year 2016 bid for World Hentage status

amidst strong opposition from local ities and global i ] and

peace organizations. To do so, the Bureau adheres to its 10-year-old Environmental T T

Impact Assessment (EIA) (2007) for the construction, despite the fact that that EIA

has been widely criticized for its scientific and procedural flaws. The Bureau is also Dear Mr. Jason P. Hyland (Charge d’Affaires ad interim, U.S. Embassy in Japan) and Lt.

making drastic changes in construction procedures while failing to implement Gen. Jerry P. Martinez (Commander, United States Forces Japan):

mitigation measures set forth in the EIA. This was most apparent in the revelation in

October 2016 that the Bureau plans to clear-cut over 24,000 trees for construction of We write to express our concern regarding the U.S. military’s continued use of the

landing zones and entrance roads. Not only is the Bureau destroying the environment, Northern Training Area (NTA) in northern Okinawa’s Yanbaru forest, in light of the fact

but also it is subverting the integrity of EIA. that the forest has been formally nominated for UNESCO World Natural Heritage status,
. along with the islands of Iriomote, Okinawa Prefecture, and Amami-Oshima and

Intense and violent between against the construction of Tol hima, both in Kagoshima Prefecture.

landing zones and the riot police force dlspatched by the Japanese government takes

place daily at the construction sites. It often leads to various human rights violations, As you are well aware, the 27,800- hectare (68,695-acre) Yanbaru forest is the oldest

including unwarranted arrest and detention of protesters, in some cases causing
injuries, and the use by police of derogatory terms such as “Dojin” (a discriminatory
term referring to indigenous people). The situation is chaotic and dangerous,

subtropical rain forest on the island of Okinawa and one of the richest areas in terms of
biodiversity in Japan. It is home to some 5,400 species of fauna and over 1,000 species of

NGOMSEHZIEAE U CODDICEATH TE/RVDILERE |
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Figure 1

YANBARU, OKINAWA : Future World Natural Heritage Residues of Military Activity/Training in the Northern Part of Okinawa

and the U.S. Military's Northern Training Area Island: Clean Up, D ination, and R ion Are Needed.
; ”
im by the Japanese Ministry of the Environment that “the returned land (of
~ the U.S. Military’ s Northern Training Area) was confirmed to be free from soil
> E 7: : N\ Ie sand contamination and water pollution,” many parts of the returned land are still littered with
e bullet shells, blanks, unexploded ordinance, and other discarded military materials,
‘ D 7N / ~figosh e including toxic chemicals. The land is in need of clean up, decontamination, and restoration.
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Okinawa Environmental Justice Project

Connecting the green dots to protect Okinawa's environment

ABOUT THE PROJECT ENVIRONMENT AND U.S. BASES SUPPORT THE PROJECT! CONTACT

A Letter to IUCN World Heritage Programme: Yambaru <
Forest and U.S. Military's Northern Training Area/IUCN
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